Group Names OHSU 6th Worst U.S. Primate Lab; Government Records Document Federally Sanctioned Animal Cruelty

PORTLAND, OR - Ten nationally known research laboratories have been ranked as the "worst" in the nation for their abuse of non-human primates, according to a White Paper released nationally this week by a non-profit Research Watchdog Group, SAEN.

Oregon Health Sciences University placed sixth on the "Worst Primate Labs" list due to abusive experimental procedures as well as negligent deaths within the facility.  Within only one year OHSU staff  deprived 25 primates of food/water, performed multiple survival surgeries on 32, exempted 64 from environmental enhancement, subjected 15 to severe restraint, exempted 53 from routine cage cleaning, and exempted 70 from accepted cage size.  USDA inspection reports also reveal that 4 primates died due to negligence at this facility.  

Other facilities named to the infamous "10 Worst Labs" list are: Charles River Laboratories (MA, NV, etc.), Emory University (GA), Battelle Memorial Institute (OH), University of Wisconsin (Madison), Wake Forest University (NC), Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute (NM), University of Kansas Medical Center, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the University of Michigan.

According to government documents obtained by SAEN, these labs routinely deprive primates of food/water, utilize severe confinement, restraint, and isolation, subject hundreds of animals to painful experiments without anesthesia, and kill monkeys through government documented incidents of negligence. 

"These labs, and others, routinely subject non-human primates to government documented animal cruelty," said Michael A. Budkie, A.H.T., Executive Director SAEN.  "If private individuals treated animals the way that these labs do they would find themselves in jail.  Why are there two different standards for legal animal care?"

The white paper issued by SAEN also calls for suspension of registration and outright closure of repeat laboratory offenders and the removal of loopholes from current regulations.  
"Currently with initial self-approval of research protocols by labs, literally anything goes," added Budkie.  "Facility committees approve barbaric experiments just to keep the money flowing."
All federal reports are available upon request. 
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